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DETAILED ACTION 

The examiner is appreciative of the changes made to the language of the claims. 
These have been duly noted and considered. 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1 and 7 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

action. 

Claims 2-6 and 8-12 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office 

action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1,4,5-8 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Netten et al. (5,642,579). 

Netten et al. teach an electric steam iron having a housing and a soleplate 2, 
which includes outlets 20 for steam thereon (figure 1, for example). A steam chamber 
12 is provided as a means for generating steam, which exits through the steam outlets 
20. Further, the iron is provided with a detecting means or sensor 24 for detecting the 
presence of an article being ironed by detecting the temperature of the article as the 
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sensor is passed thereover. The detector is connected to a control means 16, which 
uses the signal taken from the sensor, and controls the amount of steam being formed. 
Specifically, the sensor produces an article temperature signal and the control 
processes the signal, which actuates a water-feeding pump 10. The water pump is 
operable in response to a pump activation signal derived from the signal from the fabric 
temperature sensor (from column 2, lines 63-65). When the temperature of the fabric is 
detected as "low", the water is fed to the steam generator and steam is passed through 
the soleplate for wetting and heating the fabric. When the fabric reaches a desired 
detected temperature, the steam generation is stopped. In this way, the detector signal 
controls the delivery or formation of steam in the steam iron. Further, Netten et al. teach 
a motion detector (column 3, line 50) and/ or the use of a infra red (light emitter/ 
photosensitive receiver) detector (column 4, line 64) for detecting a motion of the iron or 
the presence of the fabric and controlling the steam production or delivery in response 
to the motion of the iron or presence of the fabric. 

Remarks 

Applicant notes that the prior art document to Netten et al. is not anticipatory 
since the detector does not detect the presence of a fabric but detects the temperature 
of the fabric. This document teaches a sensor which is in contact with an article being 
ironed. The article being ironed has a particular temperature; this could a low 
temperature or a high temperature. The article must be present and in contact so as to 
have an "influence" on the sensor. If the iron were on its heel, no article temperature 
would be measured and thus no article would be sensed. Netten et al. '579 teach that 
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as soon as the soleplate 2 touches the cool cloth the relatively low temperature of the 
cloth is sensed by the fabric temperature sensor (from column 5, lines 7-10). 
Accordingly, the cloth is being sensed (its presence) since the temperature of the cloth 
is being sensed, if the cloth were not there then the temperature of the cloth is not 
sensed. In view of the above, Netten et al. remains anticipatory to the claim as 
presented. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Naidoo 
(4,980,981). 

Naidoo teaches an electric iron comprising a housing and a pressing means for 
pressing the wrinkles off a garment as the garment is fed to the ironing means. Naidoo 
teaches the iron as including a movable ironing soleplate means comprising wrinkle- 
removing sets of fingers 85 and a set or rotatable pressing rollers 71 . Further, Naidoo 
teaches sensing means (immediately above character number 49 in figure 4) and a 
control means working together for detecting a garment being presented to the ironing 
machine and controlling a function of the ironer. From column 7 lines 15-66, the ironing 
machine comprises a fabric identifying imaging means which scans the particular article 
at the ironing zone to register an image thereof and generating a signal representative 
thereof. As an alternative, a mark or a code is provided on garment hanger, which 
supports the garment, and the sensor is used to identify the garment. The signal that is 
generated is fed to the control means and used for controlling the application of steam 
to the garment (column 7, lines 29-36). Accordingly, the sensor senses or scans the 
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presence of a garment when it is passed to and through the ironing zone and controls 
steam production or delivery onto the garment for aiding in removing the wrinkles. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 2,3,5,9,10 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Menhennett et al. illustrate a device for building an article where 
a heated pin is provided and a sensor, which senses the article being built, and spraying 
more building material in response to the signal generated. Hazan et al. '060 illustrate 
an iron including a detector for detecting a fabric and specifically the type of fabric being 
ironed. Hennuy et al. Illustrate a steam iron including a temperature detector on the 
soleplate, which allows fluid to enter the steam chamber in relation to a soleplate 
temperature. Hazan et al. '859 illustrate an iron including a motion detector ad a 
humidity detector. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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